21 OLD ROUTE FROM ORMOS MARATHO-
KAMBOS TO MARATHOKAMBOS

Distance: 2.4km/1.5mi; 45min (allow 1h30min)

Grade: easy

Equipment: stout shoes, sunhat, suncream, sunglasses, raingear,
picnic, water

How to get there: @ from Samos to Ormos Marathokambos
(Timetables 3, 3A; journey time 1h40min). Daily departures in
summer; no Sunday buses in winter. Or bus to Marathokamos
(Timetables 3, 3A) or Karlovassi (Timetables 1, 1A) and taxi to Ormos
Marathokambos.

To return: 4 from Marathokambos to Samos (Timetable 3, 3A;
journey time 1h30min). Or taxi from Marathokambos to Karlovassi
(20min), then bus to Samos (Timetables 1,1A; journey time 1h).
Daily departures in summer; no Sunday buses in winter.

his short and easy walk can be used as an extension

to Walk 20 or as a pleasant ramble in its own right.
It's also a good walk to do in both directions, with ever-
changing viewpoints.

From the harbour at Ormos Marathokambos follow
the road inland, to the right. Cross the road reached in
under two minutes and keep heading uphill, to the left
of the cHURcH. In 4min, cross the road again and
continue up a stony track opposite. Keep ahead as a
track forks off right. After passing some neglected

Ormos Marathokambos
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greenhouses on the right, reach a further fork (13min).
Go left and ignore tracks coming in from the left (take
care if you are doing the walk in reverse, as the track
passed in 19min into the ascent appears to be the more
major track on the descent). Meet the road (23min) and
cross it, joining a short section of cobbled trail. Two
minutes later, meet the road again. Follow the road to
the right, round a bend, and immediately locate the
now-concreted onward trail (25min) which leads up
to Marathokambos.

Follow the old route past a white cHURCH on the left
and cross the Bypass road. As the trail bends left
(32min), pass a sHRINE/FOUNTAIN on the right and the
remains of an old aqueduct. On the outskirts of
Marathokambos (36min) the trail becomes a narrow
street with a central channel. Continue up this street,
with a gully over to the left, to pass the old and
interesting church of Ag. Varvara (St Barbara), dating
from 1795. Keep following the street with the channel
as it bends left to cross the now-narrow gully near a
shop. (It is easy to become disorientated amongst the
narrow streets of the town.) The street passes below the
main church up on the right, to emerge opposite the
school and playground. Turn right and follow the road
uphill, passing the entrance to the main church on the
right. You come into the platea, where there are
tavernas and taxis. The bus stops on the main road, a
short walk beyond the platea, to the left.

To do the walk in reverse (descending from Mara-
thokambos), head down the road from the platea, to
the right of the main cHurcH. Opposite the school and
playground, turn left into a street with a central
channel. Stay with this street with the channel as

it skirts below the —
village and bends 163

right across a gully,
passes Ag. Varvara
and then heads left
into a concreted trail.
Now refer to the map
to complete the
descent; once clear of
Marathokambos, the
way is quite straight-
forward.
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