Malta, Gozo and Comino GPS tracks 

GPX is now the standard format for GPS data interchange and can be used with almost all devices and GPS/map software independent of the manufacturer.

Therefore please familiarise yourself with your GPS device and the way it handles GPX files. Sunflower is unable to provide support for your individual device and/or software, so if in doubt, please contact the manufacturer. 

Sunflower’s GPX files are sent in a compressed ZIP file: they must be downloaded to your computer (not smartphones; see below) and “unzipped” with suitable software. The files for each walk will then be available in a folder. 
In the very rare case that your GPS device or software can not deal with GPX data, you will have to convert our files. We recommend GPSBabel for this: it’s a free web tool that can convert almost any format.
To see our files after downloading, you need an appropriate software program like Basecamp or GPS Visualizer (both free) to show you the track on a map. It’s also a lot of fun seeing the files on Google Earth: both of these programs give you that option. But with a Mac you can simply drag the file over Google Earth instantly (be sure to tick the box “Create line strings”).

To import our GPX files into your GPS device, please refer to the instruction manual for your device. With programs like Basecamp, all you have to do is import the file(s) into Basecamp, connect your GPS device and press the “send to device” button. 

To be able to use the GPS files on your smartphone, you need an app. At Sunflower we are using Macs exclusively and for the iPhone using the MotionX-GPS app with its wide range of maps and very easy transfer. For android users, just look on the web for the various apps available.

We hope that those of you who like to work with GPS tracks will find these files useful, but of course we do not expect you to rely on them and just set off without any preparation or without the accompanying book or map. Conditions could change overnight on any of the Maltese Islands, and a route shown on our GPS tracks — or indeed, on the maps in the book — might no longer exist. (It seems to be a strange quirk of human nature to plough on following a GPS route regardless of the situation on the ground, whereas with a paper map in hand we correctly assess whether a path is no longer viable for one reason or another.) You use these GPS tracks at your own risk.

Our tracks have come from a variety of sources: we have taken some ourselves; friends, users and updaters for the Sunflower team have taken others. But GPS readings are sometimes unreliable, and the raw data is often ‘messy’ (to say the least). So in every case these tracks have been checked to the best of our knowledge and desk edited using Google Earth. 

To sum up, we rely on those who use these tracks to take along a good supply of common sense when they explore. Conditions can change very rapidly: landslides, rockfalls, fires, storm damage or bulldozing may make a route unsafe at any time. Please look around you — not only at your GPS screen. If the route is not as we outline it in the printed book, and your way ahead is not secure, turn back. Never attempt to complete a tour or walk under hazardous conditions! 

The tracks are all in the universal GPX file format. Good news for those of you who cannot be bothered to use GPS on the ground: if you do use Google Earth, you can simply ‘drag’ these files over Google Earth and preview the entire walk at leisure before you go. This is especially useful when viewed in conjunction with the text in the book. And it is a lot of fun! 

